


lasting, thou art God.” Each age unfolds new evi- 
dences of how his promises have been kept. Each 
life can have the joy of this discovery within its 
own spiritual experiences. God never fails! 

Paul affirms “we are fellow workmen for God.” 
This relationship comes only as we give ourselves 
through decisions, promises, and service to those 
ideals to which God has given himself. When we 
will to do his will, we become one with him. 

Power is one of the products of this relationship. 
God’s power for the accomplishing of his tasks 
comes down to the earth through men. In such a 
power age as we live in, we can easily see the 
need of that spiritual power which alone, the 
atomic scientists tell us, can control and render 
harmless the atomic bombs now created. The 
power which comes from within the hearts of 
dedicated men is the greatest power the world 
has ever known. It has transformed continents, 
crushed civilization, and caused others to rise. 
It has spanned the world to carry its message to 
mankind. Even now it is able to do abundantly 
more than we are able to think of or ask for. 
Should not such power have strong safeguards 
lest it be used unworthily? What are some of 
these safeguards? Are our promises to God more 
than words or sentiment? How does God regard 
them? 

What we shall promise God for 1952 is our 
greatest question as we watch the old year out and 
the new one in. We could look back and recall 
other promises made at other times—now for- 
gotten and unkept—and brush them off and use 
them again. We could let the year go out and the 


new one begin without making any new pro! 
by saying, “I’d rather not make them than b 
them.” Or we could search for those hi 
springs from which flow the waters of all 
life’s activities and promise that these shal 


forever clean and purified by the touch of G 


holy presence. Let each one consider seri: 
what he believes God would have him 
Does he want me to make any new decisions. 
new promises as I begin a new year? 

“Seek first the kingdom,” he is saying ev: 
we ask what he wants us to do. Put God at 
center. Let the self be a devoted servant- 
who loses his life that he may find it etern 
Own his call, accept his sovereignty, promi 
be the one whose life is so dedicated that 
worthy to be an heir of God, a joint heir 
Jesus Christ. 

“Love your neighbor,” he is saying even a 
helps us to know that all his people everyw 
who are in distress are our neighbors. Use 
skills of mind and hand to bind up the woun 
brokenhearted, fainthearted people of a war 
and fear-ridden world. Be among them as 
possessed with the power of God for the ameli 
tion of the ills of man. It will cost much to ' 
this promise—but will you make it? 

“Prove me now herewith,” says God a 
points to all the promises he has made to 
Promise him that you will seek to fulfill all 
conditions necessary so that he can fulfill al 
promises to you. Will you promise this? 
promises—now let us promise. 
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